
Feb. 16, 2023

The Honorable Joseph Biden
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington D.C. 20500

Re: FY24 budget request for a national PrEP program at CDC

Dear Mr. President,

As you work to draft your Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Budget Request, we respectfully urge you to include a
request for $200M in discretionary funding for a National PrEP Program at CDC. Discretionary funding
would provide program flexibility that would help to increase access to PrEP for uninsured and
underinsured individuals. The funding should be included in the request for the Ending the HIV Epidemic
initiative in CDC’s Division of HIV Prevention (DHP). Additionally, we urge you to include in your request
suggested report language that would help to ensure integration and implementation of a PrEP program
that is national in scope, as is permitted under CDC’s current authorization.

Expanding Equitable PrEP Access Will be Needed to End the HIV Epidemic
The federal Ending the HIV Epidemic initiative calls for 50% of the approximately 1.2 million people who
could benefit from PrEP in this country to have access to that intervention by 2030. Currently, only 25%
of individuals with an indication for PrEP are actually utilizing it, with alarming and growing disparities
based on race, ethnicity, sex, gender identity, and geography. Despite making up 42% of new HIV
diagnoses in 2020, Black individuals accounted for only 14% of PrEP users in 2021. Similarly,
Hispanic/Latinx individuals accounted for 27% of new HIV diagnoses in 2020, yet made up only 17% of
PrEP users in 2021.1 The disparity in PrEP access will lead to further HIV disparities in the years to come.

A National PrEP Program Is Needed to Dramatically Reduce the Costs Associated with New HIV
Infections
The fragmented system of PrEP access, which requires uninsured consumers to navigate multiple
programs with differing eligibility and application rules, is a significant barrier to widespread PrEP access
and uptake in the U.S. This fragmented approach prevents the nation from realizing the full benefit of
PrEP, including the potential to avert thousands of new infections each year as well as the lifetime costs
associated with those infections. A recent policy proposal published in the Journal of Law Medicine and
Ethics estimated that every 1,000 monthly prescriptions would cost the program $80,000.2 6,000
monthly prescriptions would cost less than $500,000, the lifetime value of just 1 prevented HIV
infection.

Failure to increase access to PrEP harms people in communities that are disproportionately impacted by
HIV and who face a range of barriers to HIV prevention services. A strong national PrEP program would
help to improve health and reduce costs  by increasing ready access to affordable PrEP medication and

2 Killelea A. Financing and Delivering Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) to End the HIV Epidemic. 2022.

1 Source: AIDSVu.org



required medical services, such as lab tests, through an expanded provider network and centralized
federal coverage of low-cost medications and labs.

Moreover, a provider network that is able to reach the LGBTQ community, Black women, and others at
increased risk for HIV also would help to create a more nimble public health workforce that could
facilitate access to a range of critical interventions. This will help drive demand for PrEP, and ensure that
these groups know the benefit of this important HIV prevention tool. Building and maintaining such
infrastructure would lead to compounding benefits for vulnerable communities by creating and
maintaining an expansive network of trusted community access points to rapidly deploy testing,
treatment, and prevention for any current or future infectious disease, such as mpox.

We urge the administration to call upon Congress to fund and provide report language for a National
PrEP Program that would cover current gaps in services and reach all people who are at risk for HIV.  A
National PrEP Program would help to end the domestic HIV epidemic by reducing thousands of new
infections per year, improving health outcomes, and reducing health care costs. Thank you so much for
your time, consideration, and leadership on this critical issue impacting families and communities
nationwide.
 
Sincerely,
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